
1 

 

Rockford Community Newsletter 
October comes from the Latin word “octo”, which means eight. In the ancient Roman calendar, it 
was the eighth month. When January and February were added it became the tenth month but 
retained its name. Columbus Day is the 13th. Halloween is on the 31st.  

 

 

                
 

Rockford History 

Excerpt from the Story of Rockford by Michael  

The Railroads and Pioneer Industry 

Although the settlement of Iowa and the Rockford area was destined to follow strictly agricultural 
lines, an overwhelming desire of the early pioneer was to turn the desolate Iowa wilds into an 
imitation of the prosperity of the East coast. This meant crisscrossing the prairie with railroads and 
building industry. That railroads have penetrated almost every corner of the United States, have 
been taken for granted and have lost much of their importance in shaping a nation has removed 
succeeding generations since 1870 from a real understanding of the pioneer desire for the railroad. 
Communities laid out towns, enacted the most liberal laws protecting prospective railroads and 
mobilized their neighbors to contribute money, rights-of-way and submit to taxations, levies, 
bonds, etc., in order to secure a railroad. Pioneers looked upon the railroads as the begetters of life 
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with a certain magical quality; they felt that their presence could bring prosperity almost overnight 
and that they could make a town that was more on paper than a reality into a bustling commercial 
and industrial center.  

The disappointing truth of course, was that the railroad seldom brought the prosperity of which 
earliest pioneers dreamed. The railroad was an outgrowth, rather, of the prosperity and promise of 
a community already established, built up by the hard work and energy of a patient people. 
Likewise, industry had to grow slowly, not in competition with the ease, but in accordance with the 
needs of an agricultural community. 

Early industry in Rockford had been the mills, a brewery, a brickworks, and (later) a paper mill. 
These were mildly successful in those early years, but ultimately without promise, since Rockford 
was too much isolated from the main thoroughfares, waterways and the larger markets. The result, 
however, was that the prosperity which was less rapid than in industrial communities, was in many 
ways more stable, more general and longer lasting. The attempt at industry and the pioneer dream 
of commerce, while it ultimately failed to make Iowa an industrial state, did bring railroads where 
they might not have otherwise come; it produced the tremendous energy and idealism needed to 
cope with the hard realities of settlement; it did bring a genuine growth and prosperity not usually 
associated with rural developments; and it untapped natural resources(like the clay pits in 
Rockford) that might otherwise have remained untouched. Without the desire for a railroad and 
the failing attempts at industry in Rockford, the town might not have progressed much beyond the 
original outlay by its founders 

 

         ROCKFORD CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING SEPTEMBER 9, 2025 & REGULAR MEETING 7:30 P.M. 

1. The Rockford City Council met in regular session at the Rockford City Hall on Tuesday, September 9th, 2025. 
Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. Present were Council Members Johnson, Enabnit, Schlader, 
and Seibert with Medlin absent. Citizens present were Spenser Gruis, Kristi Fullerton and Rustin Lingbeek with SEH. 
Also, present was Public Work’s employee Daniel Paulus. 

Motion Schlader, sec. Enabnit to approve the agenda as posted. Passed all ayes roll call vote.  
2. Motion Enabnit, sec. Seibert to open the Public Hearing at 7:31 P.M. to discuss the Environmental Review and to 
address any citizen’s concerns for the (Rockford WWTF Project). Passed all ayes roll call vote.  
Presented were the Iowa State Revolving Fund Environmental Information Document and an explanation of the 
purpose of the project. 
Mayor Johnson asked for any written or oral objections or comments: there being none: Motion Seibert sec. 

Johnson to close the Public Hearing at 7:37 P.M. 

3. Motion Schlader, sec. Johnson to approve the consent agenda consisting of August 12th, 2025, Council Minutes, 
Monthly Reports, Claims and Expenses, and Liquor License for Yes way and The Liquor Box. Passed all ayes. Motion 
carried. 
4. Motion Enabnit, sec. Seibert to approve Halloween trick or treating date for Sunday, October 26th, 2025, in 

Rockford from 5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. and a donation of $350.00 towards treat bags for the parade. The parade will 
begin at 5:00 P.M. just west of the main street bridge with trick or treat to follow. Passed all ayes. Motion carried. 
5. Motion Johnson, sec. Schlader to approve Trinity Asphalt Paving quote of $2,600.00 for additional street patch 
work. Passed all ayes. Motion carried. 
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6. Motion Enabnit, sec. Johnson to approve the purchase of 2 commercial snow blades for $6,198.00 from BDS 

Equipment. Passed with Ayes: Johnson, Enabnit, Seibert. Nays: Schlader. Motion carried. 
7. Discussion was held with Rustin Linbeek on the Sewer Lagoon Project. 

8. Motion Johnson, sec. Enabnit to approve the Rockford Farmers Market the use of the community center with the 
rental amount being waived, every Thursday starting at the end of September or beginning of October from 4:00 
P.M. to 6:00 P.M. Passed all ayes. Motion carried. 

9. Motion Schlader, sec. Seibert to approve Resolution #2025-24 - 2025 Street Finance Report. Passed all ayes roll 
call vote. 

10. Motion Seibert, sec. Enabnit to approve November 2025 council meeting to be moved to Thursday, November 
13th, 2025, at 5:30 P.M. Passed all ayes. Motion carried. 

11. Motion Enabnit, sec. Johnson to cancel software agreement with Banyon Data Systems and to remain with 
gWorks SimpleCity Software for 2026. Passed all ayes. Motion carried. 

12. Motion Johnson, sec. Enabnit to reimburse Sinning Farms Inc. c/o Mike Sinning for CRP Liquated Damages on his 
farm lease he had on city property. Passed all ayes. Motion carried. 
13. Motion Johnson, sec. Schlader to reply to Jendro on their annual rate increase request of 2.62% with a 
counteroffer of a 1.31% increase. Passed all ayes. Motion carried. 
14. Motion Schlader, sec. Enabnit to approve Resolution #2025-25 approving transfer from Water Tower 
Maintenance Savings Fund to Water Checking Fund. Passed all ayes roll call vote. 
15. Mayor Johnson reported on the city hall roof and other city business. 
16. Public Works Employee Daniel Paulus reported on city hall roof, sewer & water hookups, and road patching.  
17. Council woman Enabnit reported on the grant workshop she attended with Community Foundation of Northeast 
Iowa and NIACOG meeting about the Open Meetings/Open Records Training for any new appointed or elected city 

council or board members. 
18. Motion Enabnit, sec. Seibert to adjourn at 8:15 P.M. 

 

What’s Happening 
 

Floyd County Conservation-Please visit Floyd County Conservation Facebook page and/or  

floydcoia.org to stay current on events and information. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Grow Rockford Together-Next meeting is Dec 7th 7:00p at City Hall.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Rockford Farmer’s Market-The Farmer’s Market will be moving indoors at City Hall, beginning late 
September or October. The market is every Thursday from 4-6pm. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Rockford Congregate Meals-For more information, questions, or concerns regarding the 
congregate meal program here in Rockford, please contact Lisa at 641-530-0777 for more 
information. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Rockford Halloween-Parade and trick or treat will be on Sunday, Oct 26th. The parade will begin at 
5:00 P.M. just west of the main street bridge with trick or treat to follow. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Obituaries-James L. Schumburg, born Aug 21,1933, passed Sept 7, 2025. Ronald Launder, born Dec 
22, 1957, passed Sept 12, 2025. Vicky Linn Katcher, born Jun 27, 1956, passed Jul 22, 2025. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Shout outs- To Angie Johnson. She uses a push mower on the boulevard to keep the flower beds 
from having weeds blown on them. Also, Ken Hesseltine, Jerry and Karen Schlader, Gil Eaton, and 
anyone else that helped weed and maintain the boulevard this summer. It is beautiful! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
North Central Iowa Genealogical Society- Oct 11, 2025. Program will be “RESTORING THE PAST TO 
PRESERVE OUR FUTURE”. Presenter Stacie Berg-Nelson will provide Information regarding the 
200th Anniversary of the start of 1825 Norwegian immigration into the United States. Program 
begins at 1:30 PM. Location is in the NCIGS library, top floor of the Masonic Temple located at 75 S 
Georgia Ave in Mason City IA. Elevator available, refreshments to follow. Need not be a member to 
attend! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Donations of paper for printing the Newsletter are appreciated and can be dropped off at City Hall. 
Monetary donations for the Newsletter can be made at First Security Bank to the Grow Rockford 
account.  Note that the donation is for the Newsletter. Thank you!                                                                                          -
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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To place an upcoming event or an advertisement to be published in the monthly newsletter, 

please email darangels@comcast.net or call Darlene Eaton at 641-756-2441.   

                         

Rockford Community Center 
206 West Main Avenue 
For Reservations (641)756-3718.  

For Community Meals (641)756-3581                                                                                                              

         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

RUDD HISTORICAL SOCIETY BREAKFAST 

 Every 1st Saturday of the month 
 7:30-9:30 a.m. 
400 Chickasaw (Main Street) 
Take outs available.  
Menu: Omelets, biscuits & gravy, 
scrambled eggs, pancakes, sausage 
links, homemade bread and jam, rolls, 
coffee cake & sweet breads. 
 

about:blank
about:blank
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Rockford Public Library 
202 W Main Avenue 
641-756-3725 
Open: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9:00am – 4:00pm, Wednesday 11:30-6:00pm, Saturday 9:00 
– 12:00 noon.  

                                                                                         __________________________________ 

               ROCKFORD INSURANCE & REALTY INC. 
       ROCKFORD, IOWA 50468 

         Bus Phone (641) 756-3396 

           Fax Phone (641) 756-3397 

       Contact: Mark, Andrew, Racheal, and Sheila for all your 

                    insurance and real estate needs.         

                  ______________________________________________ 

 

 

                 ___________________________________________________              

           

                                                                                                                     ____________________________________________________    

Rockford Churches 

First United Methodist Church 

21 3rd St NW 
Worship 10:30am Sundays or on 
Facebook 

641-756-2360 

 
ZION Lutheran Church 

805 East Main Ave 
Worship 10:00am Sundays 
641-756-3850 

 
Holy Name Catholic Church 

507 1ST Ave NW 
Mass 5:30 pm on Saturdays 

641-756-3569 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

