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Rockford Community Newsletter 
May is the month of spring, named after the Greek goddess Maia, the Roman goddess of fertility. 

May 1st is May Day, the 5th is Cinco de Mayo, the 11th is Mother’s Day, Armed Forces Day on the 
17th, and Memorial Day on the 26th.                                                                                       

Rockford History 

From the Story of Rockford by Michael Vala, Biographical chapter. 

Charles Watkins(1826-1907), was born in St Laurance county, New York, settled in Clayton county, 
Iowa, in 1849. (He had been with his parents who had moved to Ohio in 1835.) He came to 
Rockford 10 years later, farmed the property owned by J. A. McEwen(Horace Kuhlemeier farm) and 
later taught school until 1871. He marred Delia Stephens in 1852 at Medina, Ohio, and to him were 
born Ermina, Charlie, George D, Jared, Hannah, Delia, Blanche, Grace, and Mabel. He retired in 
1901 and left Rockford for Lawson Oklahoma, where he died March 20, 1907 

                ROCKFORD CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING         APRIL 8, 2025, 7:30 P.M. 

1. The Rockford City Council met in regular session at City Hall on Tuesday, April 8, 2025. 
Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.  Present were Council Members Johnson, Enabnit, 
Seibert, and Medlin with Schlader absent.  Citizens present were Spenser Gruis, Rob & Makaela Hoffman, 
Russell Kornegor and Bill Dow.  Also present was employee Daniel Paulus. 

Motion Enabnit, sec. Medlin to approve the agenda as posted.  Passed all ayes roll call vote. 

2. Discussion was held with Citizen Bill Dow looking into getting a roller dumpster year round for large item 
garbage to be put down to the city dump.  Mayor Johnson said he will look into this. 

3. Motion Medlin, sec. Enabnit to approve the consent agenda consisting of March 11, 2025, Council Minutes, 
Monthly Reports, Claims and Expenses.  Passed all ayes.  Motion carried. 

4. Sewer Lagoon stumps and bush removal were tabled. 
5. Motion Enabnit, sec. Johnson to approve building permit variance at 206 6th St NW.  Passed all ayes.  Motion 

carried. 
6. Motion Johnson, sec. Enabnit to approve purchase after July 1, 2025, a New Holland L328 Skid Loader from 

Swartzrock Implement for $48,700.00 after trade in of the city’s old John Deere 240 Skid Loader.  Passed all 
ayes.  Motion carried.  

7. Motion Johson, sec. Medlin to approve purchase of up to $3,000.00 for replacement trees in West Park that 
have been removed.  Passed all ayes.  Motion carried. 

8. Motion Johnson, sec. Seibert to approve donation of $2,000.00 to the Rockford Summer Rec.  Passed all 
ayes.  Motion carried. 

9. Motion Seibert, sec. Enabnit to set 2025-2026 Budget Hearing date for April 22, 2025, at 5:00 P.M.  Passed all 
ayes.  Motion carried. 

10. Motion Medlin, sec. Johnson to approve the renewal of the property lease with Marty Ginther for 1 year.  
Passed all ayes.  Motion carried. 

11. Motion Medlin, sec. Johnson to approve the renewal of the farm lease with Mike Sinning for 1 year.  Passed 
all ayes.  Motion carried. 
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12. Public Works Employee Daniel Paulus reported on tree removal and getting the campground and park ready 
for the 2025 season. 

13. Mayor Johnson reported on the landfill meeting and setting up a new code enforcement committee. 
14. Motion Enabnit, sec. Seibert to adjourn at 7:59 P.M. 

 

What’s Happening 
Grow Rockford Together-The next meeting will be on Sunday May 4th at 7:00pm at City Hall. 
Everyone is invited to attend. 

Floyd County Conservation-Please visit Floyd County Conservation Facebook page and/or  

floydcoia.org to stay current on events and information. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

North Central Iowa Genealogical Society- (NCIGS) May program is MARK SUBY'S PHOTO COLLAGE, 
PART II. Mark will provide additional historical photographs of various area sites. Site Locations will 
provide attendees with a period perspective, past and present. This will be on Saturday, May 10, 
beginning at 1:30 PM.   Need not be a member to attend!  Refreshments served.  Location:  NCIGS 
Research room, 75 S Georgia, 2nd floor (across the street from Mason City Police Department) 
Plenty of parking available!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     

Rockford Farmer’s Market-The Farmer’s Market located in West Park’s open shelter, will begin on 
May 1st from 4-6pm. This would be a great opportunity for some May Baskets. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Project Aware River Cleanup-This is not a Grow Rockford project, but a great opportunity for 
volunteering to clean up our town’s rivers. Cleanup on the Winnebago and Shell Rock rivers will 
take place the July 13-18. Information is available at www.iowaprojectaware.org/the-cleanup/this-
years-route. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Shout outs-Gil Eaton, Ken Hessletine, Dan Paulus, and Jeff Eilertsen for handling the purchase and 
storage of three pallets of mulch for the main street boulevard. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Donations of paper for printing the Newsletter are appreciated and can be dropped off at City Hall. 
Monetary donations for the Newsletter can be made at First Security Bank to the Grow Rockford 
account.  Note that the donation is for the Newsletter. Thank you!         

- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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School News-May Important Dates: Mon, May 12th-Seniors Last day 

                                                                  Mon, May 12th- Senior Awards Night - 7:00pm 

                                           Fri, May 16th - Preschool Graduation - 5:30pm 

              Thurs, May 22nd- Last day of school 

 

Jr. High Track:                                                           Music: 

May 1st: Boys - @ Osage 4:30                               Thursday, May 8th: Jr. High Concert 

May 2nd: Girls - @ Garner 4:30                             Friday, May 9th: High School Concert 

May 6th: COED Iowa Star Conference 

Meet @ Tama 4:00   

May 9th: Boys - @ Garner 4:30 

May 13th: COED @ Osage 4:30 

May 16th: COED @ Greene 4:30                                 Varsity Track: 

         May 2nd: Varsity Girls in Greene - 4:30 

                                                                                           May 5th: COED Meet in Nashua - 4:30 

                                                                                           May 8th: Iowa Star Invitational COED Meet in 

                                                                                           Baxter - 4:00 

                                                                                           May 12th: COED Meet in Manly - 4:30 

Special Olympics: 

Friday, May 23rd in Ames! 

Participants Include: 

Billie Towner: Javelin Throw, 

50 Meter Dash 

Caleb Peterson: Javelin Throw, 50 Meter Dash            

Josiah Bly: Javelin Throw 

McKenzie Ginther: Javelin Throw, 

50 Meter Dash 
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Golf: 

May 1 : Girls st - Meet in Dunkerton 

Boys - Meet in Nashua 

May 6th: COED Meet in Osage 

May 7th: Boys - Iowa Star Conference 

Meet in Conrad 

May 12th: Girls - Iowa Star Conference 

Meet in Tripoli 

Trap Shooting: 

May 1st: in Saint Ansgar 

May 3rd: in Osage 

May 5th: in Ventura 

May 8th: in Osage 

May 12th: in Ventura 

May 15th: in Osage 

May 17th: in Osage 

May 19th: in Nashua     Softball: 

May 22nd: in Osage     May 27th: JV/Varsity in Dunkerton - 5:00 

May 28th: Varsity at Home - 5:00 

May 30th: JV/Varsity in Janeville - 5:00 

Baseball: 

May 23rd: JV/Varsity in Greene - 5:30 

May 27th: JV/Varsity in Dunkerton -5:00 

May 28th: Varsity at Home - 7:00 

May 30th: JV/Varsity in Janesville - 5:00 

 

 

Congratulations to our 2025 Graduates!  

                               We at RRMR wish youthe best with all your futureendeavors! 

                                                           Have a great summer, Warriors! 
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To place an upcoming event or an advertisement to be published in the monthly newsletter, 
please email darangels@comcast.net or call 

Darlene Eaton at 641-756-2441.   

                         

Rockford Community Center 
206 West Main Avenue 
Call for Reservations (641) 756-3718Call for 
Community Meals (641-756-3581)                                                                                                              

         

                                                                                                                                                                    

RUDD HISTORICAL SOCIETY BREAKFAST 

 Every 1st Saturday of the month 
 7:30-9:30 a.m. 
400 Chickasaw (Main Street) 
Take outs available.  
Menu: Omelets, biscuits & gravy, 
scrambled eggs, pancakes, sausage 
links, homemade bread and jam, rolls, 
coffee cake & sweet breads. 
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Rockford Churches 

First United Methodist Church 

21 3rd St NW 
Worship 10:30am Sundays or on 
Facebook 

641-756-2360 

 
ZION Lutheran Church 

805 East Main Ave 
Worship 10:00am Sundays 
641-756-3850 

 
Holy Name Catholic Church 

507 1ST Ave NW 
Mass 5:30 pm on Saturdays 

641-756-3569 
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Rockford Public Library 
202 W Main Avenue 
641-756-3725 
Open: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9:00am – 4:00pm, Wednesday 11:30-6:00pm, Saturday 9:00 
– 12:00 noon.  

                                                                                         __________________________________ 

               ROCKFORD INSURANCE & REALTY INC. 
       ROCKFORD, IOWA 50468 

         Bus Phone (641) 756-3396 

           Fax Phone (641) 756-3397 

       Contact: Mark, Andrew, Racheal, and Sheila for all your 

                    insurance and real estate needs.         

                  ______________________________________________ 

 

 

                 ___________________________________________________              

           

                                                                                                                     ____________________________________________________    


