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Rockford Community Newsletter 
June, named after Juno, the Roman goddess of marriage and childbirth, and the wife of Jupiter. No 
other month in the year begins on the same day as June. Flag day is on the 14th, Fathers Day is the 
15th, and the first day of summer begins on the 21st. 

Rockford History 

                          From the Story of Rockford by Michael Vala, Biographical chapter. 

O.N. Robbins, born in Washenaw County, Michigan, moved to Livigston County, New York, in 1831 
and Rockford, Il, in 1844. He was in Charles City 11 years later with his new wife, Emmeline Knapp, 
when he became interested in the Rockford project. He built a dam and sawmill in Rockford in 
1856, and, until the railroad came, he drove a stage and carried mail from Charles City, through 
Rudd, to Rockford. In the latter part of his life, he operated a livery barn in town. O. N. Robbins died 
in 1891. 

                              ROCKFORD CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING         MAY 13, 2025, 7:30 P.M. 

 

1. The Rockford City Council met in regular session at City Hall on Tuesday, May 13th, 2025.   
Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.  Present were Council Members Seibert, 
Johnson, Enabnit, and Schlader with Medlin absent.  Citizens present were Spenser Gruis, Bob Scheurer 
with Walker-Graper American Legion Post # 338 and Employees Daniel Paulus and Heidi Stufflebeam. 
Motion Schlader, sec. Seibert to approve the agenda as posted.  Passed all ayes roll call vote. 

2. Bob Scheurer informed the council that the Walker-Graper American Legion Post # 338 is now 
disbanded and that there will no longer be a Memorial Service at the Rockford Riverside Cemetery on 
Memorial Day starting this year and in the future. They still plan on putting up the flags this year on 
May 23rd at 3:00 P.M.  and to take down the flags on May 27th at 3:00 P.M.  They need volunteers to 
help with flags on both of these dates. He also stated that this is the last year that they will be putting 
the flags up in the cemetery.  He is in hopes that some group in the future would be willing to take over 
putting up the flags Memorial Day Weekend. 

3. Motion Johnson, sec. Enabnit to approve the consent agenda consisting of both April 8th and April 22nd, 
2025, Council Minutes, Monthly Reports, and Claims & Expenses.  Passed all ayes.  Motion carried. 

4. Motion Johnson, sec. Schlader to approve the road closure on 4th St N.W. for the annual JT Ride that 
will be in August.  Passed all ayes.  Motion carried. 

5. Motion Johnson, sec. Enabnit to approve the purchase of computers and backup software through 
Merritt Computer for the city hall office and to purchase the monthly managed service plan.  Passed all 
ayes roll call vote. 

6. Motion Seibert, sec. Johnson to approve Mosquito Control of North Iowa for the 2025 spraying for 
mosquitos.  Passed all ayes roll call vote. 

7. Motion Enabnit, sec. Seibert to approve Resolution #2025-15 transfer of Water Funds to Debt Service 
Fund.  Passed all ayes roll call vote. 

8. Motion Schlader, sec. Seibert to approve Resolution #2025-16 transfer of Water Funds to the Capital 
Water Tower Fund.  Passed all ayes roll call vote. 
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9. Motion Enabnit, sec. Johnson to approve the formation of a new committee being called the Property 
Management Committee with Mayor Johnson appointing 2 council members.  Passed all ayes.  Motion 
carried. 

10. Public Works employee Daniel Paulus reported on flushing hydrants, cutting trees, grinding tree stumps 
and bulk water sales.  He informed the council that a resident called the Sheriff’s department about 
someone filling their water tank with the city hydrant. He let the council know that this person had 
prior approval to purchase this bulk water. If you have any future questions or concerns about activities 
within the city departments to please contact the city’s Public Works at 641-756-3644 before calling 
our county Sherriff as this can take away from emergency personnel.  

11. Councilperson Schlader informed the council that he has signed up for a grant writing class in Ankeny, 
Iowa through the IAMU.  Councilperson Enabnit informed the council that she applied for a grant 
through POET for the trees that the city purchased to replace the ones taken down in West Park. 

12. Mayor Johnson reported on an insurance claim to the city and the 911 Board meeting. 
13. Motion Schlader, sec. Seibert to adjourn at 7:55 P.M. 

 

What’s Happening 
Floyd County Conservation-Please visit Floyd County Conservation Facebook page and/or  

floydcoia.org to stay current on events and information. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

North Central Iowa Genealogical Society- (NCIGS) North Central Iowa Genealogical Society 
program for Saturday, June 14, 2025, is titled: Unknown Stories from North Iowa’s Past. 
Location: NCIGS Research room, 75 S Georgia (2nd floor), Mason City IA. Meeting begins at 1:30 
PM.  Need not be a member to attend.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     

Rockford Farmer’s Market-The Farmer’s Market located in West Park’s open shelter, every 
Thursday from 4-6pm.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Project Aware River Cleanup-This is not a Grow Rockford project, but a great opportunity for 
volunteering to clean up our town’s rivers. Cleanup on the Winnebago and Shell Rock rivers will 
take place the July 13-18. Information is available at www.iowaprojectaware.org/the-cleanup/this-
years-route. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
United Methodist Church-Needs the communities help to repair the beautiful stained-glass 
windows in the church. This will be a multi-step project that will take several years to complete, 
beginning with the windows that show the most wear. An account has been set up at First Security 
Bank titled United Methodist Church Window Repair Fund. Donations can go directly into this 
account at the bank, or sent to the church at 21 3rd St NW, Rockford, IA 50468. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Obituaries-Duane Theodore Ballhagen, born Sep 13, 1934, passed May 6, 2025. Jerry LeRoy 
Navratil, born Apr 18, 1941, passed May 9, 2025. Marlene Jo Brallier, born Dec 12, 1937, passed 
May 21, 2025. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Shout outs-To everyone that worked on the boulevard to get it ready for the summer. RRMR 
seniors put down new mulch for their senior workday.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Donations of paper for printing the Newsletter are appreciated and can be dropped off at City Hall. 
Monetary donations for the Newsletter can be made at First Security Bank to the Grow Rockford 
account.  Note that the donation is for the Newsletter. Thank you!                                                                                      - 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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To place an upcoming event or an advertisement to be published in the monthly newsletter, 

please email darangels@comcast.net or call Darlene Eaton at 641-756-2441.   

                         

Rockford Community Center 
206 West Main Avenue 
Call for Reservations (641) 756-3718Call for 
Community Meals (641-756-3581)                                                                                                              

         

                                                                                                                                                                    

RUDD HISTORICAL SOCIETY BREAKFAST 

 Every 1st Saturday of the month 
 7:30-9:30 a.m. 
400 Chickasaw (Main Street) 
Take outs available.  
Menu: Omelets, biscuits & gravy, 
scrambled eggs, pancakes, sausage 
links, homemade bread and jam, rolls, 
coffee cake & sweet breads. 
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Rockford Public Library 
202 W Main Avenue 
641-756-3725 
Open: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9:00am – 4:00pm, Wednesday 11:30-6:00pm, Saturday 9:00 
– 12:00 noon.  

                                                                                         __________________________________ 

               ROCKFORD INSURANCE & REALTY INC. 
       ROCKFORD, IOWA 50468 

         Bus Phone (641) 756-3396 

           Fax Phone (641) 756-3397 

       Contact: Mark, Andrew, Racheal, and Sheila for all your 

                    insurance and real estate needs.         

                  ______________________________________________ 

 

 

                 ___________________________________________________              

           

                                                                                                                     ____________________________________________________    

Rockford Churches 

First United Methodist Church 

21 3rd St NW 
Worship 10:30am Sundays or on 
Facebook 

641-756-2360 

 
ZION Lutheran Church 

805 East Main Ave 
Worship 10:00am Sundays 
641-756-3850 

 
Holy Name Catholic Church 

507 1ST Ave NW 
Mass 5:30 pm on Saturdays 

641-756-3569 


