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Rockford Community Newsletter 
August, the last month of summer. Named after Roman emperor Augustus Caesar. First day of 
school is on the 25th.  There are no holidays in August.       

Rockford History 

Excerpt from the Story of Rockford by Michael Vala 

A description of Rockford in the late 1880’s appeared as a regular item in most newspapers of the 
period: The town of Rockford is siturated at the junction of the Lime and Shell Rock Rivers in the 
county of Floyd and the state of Iowa. It has 1,500 inhabitants, two banks, three churches,two 
flouring mills, and paper mill, is a division terminal of the B.C.R & N. Railroad, has a railroad, 
telegraph, telephone and express facilities, splindid schools, refined society, no saloons, and as 
enterprising and intelligent of a class of citizens aas can be found in the whole wide world. The very 
finest agricultural county in the west is triburary to it. Fine farming land and town property is very 
low in price compared with less favored localities. Crops of all kinds are magnificent, even in this 
year of general drought. Lazy men, and mean men, are not wanted, but a hearty invitation is 
extended to all others to come here and better their condition. 

In 1900 Mr Trigg described Rockford as one of the best drained and most beautiful town sites in all 
the country, two charming rivers, fine business blocks occupied by enterprising mercants carrying 
large stocks of goods, a first class electric light plant, lighting city and homes ot a very reasonale 
reate, the best system of water works and fire protection and self supporting at that, possessed by 
any town int northern Iowa, a splendid public school building and the best of educationl advantages 
for our young people, nice church buildings and up-to-date and faithful pastors, the best kept and 
beautiful cemetery in all the country round, a new and modernopera house good enough for a 
town three times larger than Rockford, thriving fraternal organizations, ladies’ clubs and social 
privileges of the best, none very rich, none very poor, first class railway facilities and very rich aand 
prosperous agricultural comminty tributary to the town altogether a municipalty well placed, well 
governed, filled with nice homes and a people patriotic, intelligent and well-to-do. What more do 
you want anyway? What country or place can show up better or as well. Count your blessings. 

Don’t you wonder what the ad for the 2000’s would be like? 

 

                                        ROCKFORD CITY COUNCIL – REGULAR MEETING   JULY 8, 2025, 7:30 P.M. 

The Rockford City Council met in regular session at the Rockford City Hall on Tuesday,  

July 8th, 2025.  Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M.  Present were Council 
Members Johnson, Schlader and Medlin. Enabnit and Seibert were absent. Also present were citizens 
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Bill Dow, Spenser Gruis, Christian Uker and Monica Murray. Employees Daniel Paulus and Pam 

Hopper. 

Motion Schlader, sec. Medlin to approve the agenda as posted.  Passed all ayes roll call vote.  

1. Motion Medlin, sec. Johnson to approve the consent agenda consisting of June 11th, 2025, Council 
Minutes, Monthly Reports, Claims and expenses and Aces, LLC Liquor License. Passed all ayes. 

Motion carried.  
2. Motion Johnson, sec. Schlader to approve 13,797-gallon sewer credit for 129 W Main Ave. Passed all 

ayes. Motion carried. 
3. Motion Johnson, sec. Medlin to approve rental of roll off dumpster from Dash Farms for Rockford Fun 

Days.  Passed all ayes.  Motion carried.  

4. Motion Medlin, sec. Schlader to approve the use of Central Park and to block off streets near central 
park and Main Avenue and part of 2nd Street NW for Rockford Fun Days/JT Days and Street Dance on 

July 26th, 2025. Passed all ayes. Motion carried. 
5. Monica Murray with Rockford Fun Days Committee reported on Rockford Fun Days. This will be the 

last year for the JT 5k run and there will be no fireworks this year. Central Park will have inflatables, 

vendors, pedal tractor pull, etc. as in years past. They are adding this year a car show at noon on Main 
Street and a burn out contest after the car show on 2nd St NW. Parade is at 11am. Pork loin dinner at 

the Methodist Church from 5pm – 8pm or until gone. Music by Encore Legends will be on Main Street 
this year – nothing will be held at the Fire station.  

6. Public Works Employee Dan Paulus reported on mowing and mowing with bush hog at Lagoons and 

the beach area near campground.  
7. Mayor Johnson reported on the Iowa Northern Railway wanting to close a couple crossings and 

increase their speed to 45 mph. He is looking into other towns who have an ordinance to limit this high 
speed. Mayor Johnson also let us know that our insurance claims adjuster is working to resolve and 
move forward on the building claim. Discussion was held with the council about the possible lease of 

City Lagoon property on the South and West side of the lagoon. 
8. Motion Schlader, sec. Medlin to adjourn at 8:06 P.M. 

 

  

What’s Happening 
 

Floyd County Conservation-Please visit Floyd County Conservation Facebook page and/or  

floydcoia.org to stay current on events and information. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Grow Rockford Together-Next meeting is Sept 13th 7:00pm at City Hall.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Zion Lutheran Church-Annual Chicken BBQ Aug 24th from 4:30-7:00pm. BBQ chicken dinner for 
$12.00 includes ½ a chicken, homemade potato salad, baked beans, and a bar cookie. Please 
reserve your dinners by Aug 9th. To reserve your dinner, call Zion 641-756-3850, or Larry Shubert at 
641-512-1238. You can leave a message to reserve your dinner. Drive thru only pick-up on Aug 24th. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

North Central Iowa Genealogical Society- (NCIGS) NCIGS August 9, 2025, program is  
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HONOR FLIGHTS, presented by Nancy Rockman. The program begins at 1:30 PM.   Location: NCIGS 
library, top floor of Masonic Temple, 75 S. Georgia Ave, Mason City IA. In lieu of the annual potluck 
picnic, there will be a 
pizza party for MEMBERS preceding the program. It will be held in the lower level of the Masonic 
Temple, beginning at about 12:15 PM.  Pizza and beverages will be furnished by the Society. Meal 
Attendees have been advised to notify Rod Hungerford (Vice President) of their plan to attend BY 
July 31, 2025. Call or text 928-390-3347. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     

Rockford Farmer’s Market-The Farmer’s Market located in West Park’s open shelter, every 
Thursday from 4-6pm.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mark your calendar-Central Park Bazaar Sept 13th 9:00am-3:00pm. Bazaar in beautiful Central Park 
in Rockford, IA. Vendors can reserve 10x100 for $20.00 by going to the Grow Rockford Together 
Facebook page to fill out a reservation form. For questions contact Heidi Reams at 641-220-0264. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
United Methodist Church-Please help to repair the beautiful stained-glass windows in the church. 
An account has been set up at First Security Bank titled United Methodist Church Window Repair 
Fund. Donations can go directly into this account at the bank, or sent to the church at 21 3 rd St NW, 
Rockford, IA 50468. 

                                          Help save these beautiful windows. 

   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Obituaries-Gary G. Brallier, born Apr 9, 1936, passed Jul 15, 2025. Carol Burnett, born Mar 20, 
1941, passed Jul 7, 2025. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Shout outs- To the Rockford Fun Days committee for a fun filled day. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Donations of paper for printing the Newsletter are appreciated and can be dropped off at City Hall. 
Monetary donations for the Newsletter can be made at First Security Bank to the Grow Rockford 
account.  Note that the donation is for the Newsletter. Thank you!                                                                                      - 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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To place an upcoming event or an advertisement to be published in the monthly newsletter, 

please email darangels@comcast.net or call Darlene Eaton at 641-756-2441.   

                         

Rockford Community Center 
206 West Main Avenue 
For Reservations (641)756-3718.  

For Community Meals (641)756-3581                                                                                                              

         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

RUDD HISTORICAL SOCIETY BREAKFAST 

 Every 1st Saturday of the month 
 7:30-9:30 a.m. 
400 Chickasaw (Main Street) 
Take outs available.  
Menu: Omelets, biscuits & gravy, 
scrambled eggs, pancakes, sausage 
links, homemade bread and jam, rolls, 
coffee cake & sweet breads. 
 

about:blank
about:blank
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Rockford Public Library 
202 W Main Avenue 
641-756-3725 
Open: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 9:00am – 4:00pm, Wednesday 11:30-6:00pm, Saturday 9:00 
– 12:00 noon.  

                                                                                         __________________________________ 

               ROCKFORD INSURANCE & REALTY INC. 
       ROCKFORD, IOWA 50468 

         Bus Phone (641) 756-3396 

           Fax Phone (641) 756-3397 

       Contact: Mark, Andrew, Racheal, and Sheila for all your 

                    insurance and real estate needs.         

                  ______________________________________________ 

 

 

                 ___________________________________________________              

           

                                                                                                                     ____________________________________________________    

Rockford Churches 

First United Methodist Church 

21 3rd St NW 
Worship 10:30am Sundays or on 
Facebook 

641-756-2360 

 
ZION Lutheran Church 

805 East Main Ave 
Worship 10:00am Sundays 
641-756-3850 

 
Holy Name Catholic Church 

507 1ST Ave NW 
Mass 5:30 pm on Saturdays 

641-756-3569 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

