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Rockford Community Newsletter 
Welcome May, hopefully warmer weather too.  Cinco de Mayo on the 5th, Mother’s Day is the 9th 
and Memorial Day on the 30th. 

Rockford History 
Prewar settlement in Rockford – Excerpt from the Story of Rockford by Michael Vala 

Continuing the story Robert Nelson Mathews sold it in 1856 to a party of several men who soon 
called themselves “The Rockford Company”. 

Stephen Brittan and John Platt both were from Rockford, Illinois.  Platt, born March I, 1813, in West 
Haven Connecticut, lived in the east until 1831 when he moved to Alton Illinois, and worked as a 
dry goods clerk.  In May 1837, he opened his own store in the newly founded Rockford, Illinois, and 
he operated in that business until 1839.  He purchased 1100 acres of land near the Illinois Rockford, 
farmed for six years, and the returned to real estate. It was during this time that he became 
interested in the Iowa Rockford.  
 
ROCKFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY wants you to know that we are still around and plan to hold our 
Annual Meeting in June. All interested persons will be welcome to attend. If you have been 
wondering about the Museum, Depot, and Caboose, this will be your chance to find out what is 
going on. Watch for the June Newsletter to see the date, time, and location. We hope to see you 
there. 
 

Rockford City Council Minutes 
       ROCKFORD CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING    APRIL 14, 2022, 5:00 P.M. 

 

1. The Rockford City Council met in regular session at the Rockford City Hall on Thursday, April 14, 2022.  Mayor 
Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M. Present were Council Members Hoffarth, Enabnit, Schlader, 
and Johnson at 5:02 P.M. and Medlin was absent.  Also present were Citizens Gil & Darlene Eaton and Public 
Work Employees Daniel Paulus and Randy Schweizer. 

 

Motion Hoffarth, sec. Schlader to approve the agenda as posted.  Passed all ayes roll call vote. 

2. Motion Enabnit, sec. Hoffarth to approve consent agenda consisting of March 8, 2022, Council Minutes, 
Monthly Reports, Claims and Expenses and Rockford’s on Main liquor license. Passed all ayes.  Motion 
carried. 

3. Motion Hoffarth, sec. Johnson to approve Resolution #2022-12 Accepting Warranty Deed of Lots Four (4) and 
Five (5), Block Thirteen (13), in the original plat of the incorporated town of Rockford, Iowa for $7,000.00.  
Passed with the following roll call vote: Ayes: Enabnit, Johnson and Hoffarth. Nays: Schlader. 

4. Motion Johnson, sec. Enabnit to approve bid from Fullerton Excavating Inc. for property cleanup at 111 2nd St 
NW for $5,500.00.  Passed all ayes.  Motion carried. 
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5. Discussion was held on tree and stump cleanup at the sewer lagoon.  Dan presented the council with an 
estimate from Fullerton Excavating.  He also told the council he spoke with Rustin Lingbeek with SEH and 
there may be loans available to apply for this.  Item was tabled until May. 

6. Motion Hoffarth, sec. Johnson to approve Resolution #2022-13 to accept Speer Financial, Inc. Engagement 
Letter for service of Municipal Advisor for the use of State Revolving Fund (SRF) for Water System 
Improvement Projects. Passed all ayes roll call vote. 

7. Motion Johnson, sec. Enabnit to donate $200.00 to the spring Easter Egg Hunt.  Passed all ayes.  Motion 
carried. 

8. Discussion was held with the Rockford’s RAGBRAI co-chair committee.  They are having an informational 
meeting on April 27th at 7:00 P.M. at the Rockford Community Center for anyone interested in being a 
vendor in Rockford for RAGBRAI 2022.  The committee highly encourages people to attend meeting as there 
are rules and guidelines that need to be followed per RAGBRAI.  Any group, business or people interested are 
welcome. 

9. Motion Hoffarth, sec. Schlader to approve Night Market permission to set up by Central Park on August 27th, 
2022.  Passed all ayes.  Motion carried. 

10. Discussion was held on the new flower planters and that they have been delivered to Bluhm’s to be filled 
with flowers etc. for Main Street and the boulevard. 

11. Motion Johnson, sec. Enabnit approved to get quotes on the cost of the City Budget Fiscal Year ending June 
30, 2022, for Annual Exam.  Passed all ayes.  Motion carried. 

12. Motion Schlader, sec. Johnson to approve contract with Mosquito Control of Iowa for 2022 season in the 
amount of $4,920.00. Passed all ayes roll call vote. 

13. Public Works Employee Randy Schweizer reported on switching equipment over from winter to summer, a 
street sweeper the City of Marble Rock may be interested in selling, sweeping of streets and to make note to 
the public to please be courteous and not blow grass clippings and leaves into streets as it is dangerous for 
bike and motorcycle riders, and it plugs up storm sewers. 

14. Councilman Schlader discussed large item pickup and reported on the library basement being dry after this 
last rain. 

15. Mayor Johnson discussed with the council that there was a negative social media post about the Rockford 
Storm Siren not being blown on Tuesday night.  He wanted to reassure the council and citizens of Rockford 
that the Fire Department are very well qualified in the area of knowing when or when not to sound the alarm 
and if it needed to be they would have.  The Rockford Fire Departments number one priority is keeping the 
citizens safe. 

16. Motion Enabnit, sec. Hoffarth to adjourn at 6:02 P.M. 
 

What’s happening 
RAGBRAI – Rockford will be hosting cyclists from all over the country and the world on July 28th.  
They are excited to be spending their vacation riding across Iowa and experiencing Iowa nice.  With 
everyone’s help Rockford will be a memorable event for everyone. The Rockford RAGBRAI 
committee will be holding another meeting on Monday May 9th at 7:00pm at the Community 
Center.  Anyone interested in setting up as vendor should attend.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The city maintenance team would like to remind residents not to blow leaves or grass clippings into 
the streets.  It can clog the sewer drains and be a hazard to motorcycles and bicycles. 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Grow Rockford is asking for volunteers to weed the Main Street boulevards on the first Saturday of 
the month from 9-11 am.  May 7th will be the first weeding session of the season.  We will start at 
the East Boulevard.    

Grow Rockford Together will have their next meeting at City Hall on Sunday May 1st at 7:00pm. 

Rockford Congregate Meals 
202 W Main Avenue 
Meals are held Monday - Friday at Rockford City Hall / Community Center. 
For more information, please call (641) 756-3581. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

North Central Iowa Genealogical Society: In lieu of regular monthly meeting on Saturday May 14,  

we will meet in Marble Rock at 1:30 to tour the Historical Society buildings. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The library has Story Time every Saturday at 10:30am. It includes a story, craft, and playtime. Our 
Book Club is held the last Wednesday of every month at 2:00 pm. We have an informational 
website found by goggling "Rockford Public Library" and we are on Facebook.  

Welcome to Rockford!  Chelsea & Kyle Waechter and child Caelynn.  Cody & Emily Weiner. 

Welcome to the community; we hope you thrive here.  We are happy you chose Rockford as your 
home. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Obituaries  

Larry Gene Schwanz was born May 10, 1947, passed away April 27, 2022. 

Linda Jean Staudt was born October 10, 1943, passed away April 9, 2022. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Monetary donations for the Newsletter can be made at First Security bank to the Grow Rockford 
account.  Note that the donation is for the Newsletter.    Thank you. 

 

 

Rudd Betterment is hosting a 
Mother’s Day luncheon May 8th 
from 10:00am-1:00pm.  They will 
be serving ham, chicken, salad bar, 
and dessert.  501 Floyd St, Rudd 

Free will donation. 

about:blank
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     ROCKFORD INSURANCE AGENCY & REALTY INC. 

ROCKFORD, IOWA 50468 

Bus Phone  (641) 756-3396 

Fax Phone   (641) 756-3397 

Contact: 

Mark, Andrew, Whitney and Sheila for all your insurance 
and real estate needs 

RUDD HISTORICAL SOCIETY BREAKFAST 

 Every 1st Saturday of the month 
 7:30-9:30 a.m. 
400 Chickasaw (Main Street) 
Take outs available.  
Menu: Omelets, biscuits & gravy, 
scrambled eggs, pancakes, sausage links, 
homemade bread and jam, rolls, coffee 
cake & sweet breads. 
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To place an advertisement or have an upcoming event published in the monthly 
newsletter, please email darangels@comcast.net or call Darlene Eaton at 641-756-
2441.                              
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Rockford Public Library 
202 W Main Avenue 
641-756-3725 
Open: Monday, Tuesday, and Friday 1:00 – 5:30 P.M. and Saturday 9:00 – 12:00 noon 
Open: Wednesday at noon until 6:30 P.M. 

Rockford Community Center 
206 West Main Avenue 
Call for Reservations (641) 756-3718 

 

Rockford Churches 

First United Methodist Church 

21 3rd St NW 
Worship 10:30am Sundays or on 
Facebook 

641-756-2360 

 
ZION Lutheran Church 

805 East Main Ave 
Worship 10:30 am Sundays 
641-756-3850 

 
Holy Name Catholic Church 

507 1ST Ave NW 
Mass 5:30 pm on Saturdays 

641-756-3569 
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