Rockford Community Newsletter
Happy New Year Rockford! Let’s make 2022 an outstanding year for Rockford! We wish
everyone a very blessed and prosperous New Year.

Rockford History
Prewar settlement in Rockford – Excerpt from the Story of Rockford by Michael Vala
The first known death in Rockford was that of Mrs. Fleming Dewitt in 1854, only months after
the Dewitt family had settled. A Rockford resident later described the somber affair of her
simple burial:
No lumber for a coffin was to be had nearer than Cedar Falls or Cedar Rapids, so the wagon
box in which he [Fleming Dewitt] moved to this new and wild country in, was taken apart and
a rude coffin made of the boards. There was something unusually sad in a scene like this.
Such an event is hard enough when surrounded by sympathizing friends, but doubly hard to
bear in a wild and unsettled country like this, to when one’s last friend is stricken down and
taken away.
Sometimes these settlers died alone. For example, a traveler by the name of Wesley Ames in
1852 found an early pioneer who had died in a wooded area northwest of the town. Chopping
up the settler’s wagon box, he fashioned a coffin, buried the man, and marked the grave with
a crude stone. The settler’s identity perished with his body.
How many died or left Rockford? To what extent did these hardships prevent a more rapid
settlement of Rockford? Only one fact was certain. The frontier conditions produced a
hardcore community among those who suffered to remain, and those who followed in
subsequent years, found in this land between two rivers a village of determined Americans. At
first individual settlers built their small cabins and attempted to live almost isolated in the
Iowa wilds. Before long, however, these same settlers worked to create an environment more
promising to their offspring.

Rockford City Council Minutes

ROCKFORD CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

DECEMBER 14, 2021, 7:30 P.M.

1. The Rockford City Council met in regular session at city hall on Tuesday, December
14th, 2021. Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Present were
Council Members Johnson, Arndt, Hoffarth, Hirv and Stokes. Citizens present were
Chris Diggins with NIACOG, Dennis Fenton, Sharon Enabnit, Jerome Schlader and
Employees Randy Schweizer and Daniel Paulus.
Motion Stokes, sec. Arndt to approve the posted agenda. Passed all ayes roll call vote.

2. Motion Johnson, sec. Arndt to approve the consent agenda consisting of November 9th
& 22nd, 2021 minutes, monthly reports, claims and expenses. Passed all ayes. Motion
carried.
3.
4. Discussion was held on the stop signs at the railroad crossings.
5. Motion Johnson, sec. Hirv to move forward with working on the City Code Book to add
a couple stop signs. Passed all ayes. Motion carried.
6. Motion Hoffarth, sec. Johnson to set the City-Wide Clean-up dates from June 1-5, with
30-yard dumpsters to be put at the city dump for in town Rockford residents only, with
hiring Dennis Fenton to oversee the residents and all items being brought in on those
dates. Passed all ayes. Motion carried.
7. No discussion was held on Sewer/Lagoon Project.
8. Motion Johnson, sec. Hoffarth to approve Resolution #2021-22 on hiring SEH Engineer
for Procurement review for the City Water Tower Project. Passed all ayes roll call vote.
9. Motion Hoffarth, sec. Hirv to approve the Rockford Fire Department to reserve 2 spots
at the Wyatt Park Campground on May 29th for the steak cook off. Passed all ayes.
Motion carried.
10. Motion Hoffarth, sec. Arndt to set the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year Max Tax Levy Public
Hearing for January 11th, 2022, at 7:30 p.m. at City Hall. All ayes. Motion carried.
11. Motion Johnson, sec. Hirv to set Budget Workshop for Wednesday, January 19th, 2022,
at 7:00 p.m. Passed all ayes. Motion carried.
12. Public Works Director Randy Schweizer reported getting snow equipment ready and
snow and ice removal. Public Works Assistant Daniel Paulus reported on purchase of a
new electric heater for the pumphouse.
13. Council member Johnson discussed looking into a couple of new water lines on the
west end of town.
14. Mayor Johnson wanted to thank council members Stokes, Hirv and Arndt for their
service of being on the city council. New council members starting in January 2022 are
Jerome Schlader, Sharon Enabnit, and Brent Medlin.

15. Employee Randy Schweizer requested a closed session as per state Code Section 21.5,
sub-section (I).
Motion Hoffarth, sec. Arndt to enter into closed session at 8:07 p.m. Passed all ayes roll
call vote.
Motion Arndt, sec. Johnson to open session at 8:37 p.m. Passed all ayes roll call vote.
16. Motion Arndt, sec. Hirv to table employee request until next meeting. Passed all Ayes:
Hoffarth, Hirv, Johnson and Arndt. Nays: Stokes. Motion carried.
17. Motion Stokes to approve $2.00/hour raise for employee Randy Schweizer. Motion
died due to lack of sec.
18. Motion Johnson, sec. Hirv to adjourn at 8:38 p.m.

What’s happening
An improved look to the west side entrance to town. The old Allied cement tower was taken
down on Dec 14th. The crew worked on removing parts of the structure a couple of days
before bringing the tower down. They worked several more days to disassemble and clear the
structure and debris. Then spent a few more days removing chunks of cement and grading the
lot.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

December 15th a tornado hit the town of Rudd causing extensive damage to several buildings,
downing power lines, trees, and the water treatment plant. Residents and businesses of Rudd
along with surrounding communities came together and assisted with the cleanup. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to all affected by the tornado.
_____________________________________________________________________________
North Central Iowa Genealogy Society (NCIGS) located at 75 S. Georgia, Mason City. The
research room typically is open 9:00a-4:00p Mondays-Saturday. The room is staffed with
volunteers, so hours may vary slightly. The next program is scheduled for January 8, 2022, at
1:30. The topic is “WWII-On the Home Front” and lasts about an hour. All are welcome, you
do not need to be a member to attend.
_____________________________________________________________________________
The 2022-2023 Fiscal Year Max Tax Levy Public Hearing is set for January 11th, 2022, at 7:30
p.m. at City Hall.
_____________________________________________________________________________
The library is hosting a Book Club Wednesday January 26th at 2:00pm. This month everyone
will read a different book in a series by author Joanne Fluke. Discussion and snacks will be
provided. Story hour for children is every Saturday at 10:30am. New Wednesday hours
starting Dec 1, 2021, are 12:00p-6:30p.
Kathy Carter found an interesting article about our Rockford Library while doing some
research. A very famous conductor and orchestra played in Rockford to benefit the library.
Found in the “North Iowa News Photographer” by Elwin Musser, published in the Mason City
Globe Gazette.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Found on Halloween night. Contact Jan Lukes 641-512-0562 to claim.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Rockford Congregate Meals
202 W Main Avenue
Meals are held Monday - Friday at Rockford City Hall / Community Center.
For more information, please call (641) 756-3581
_____________________________________________________________________________
Welcome to Rockford! Chris Baltes and Brian & Stepnanie McCurrie moved to Rockford in
December. Welcome to the community; we hope you thrive here. We are happy you chose
Rockford as your home.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Obituaries
Bobbie “Bob” Solan Dow was born October 12, 1939, passed away on Saturday, December 18,
2021.
Jesse Elliott White was born April 20, 1922, passed away on Monday, December 13, 2021.
Patricia “Pat” Ellen Hesseltine was born January 12, 1948, passed away on Sunday December
5, 2021.
LeRoy Bruce Young was born June 7, 1931, passed away on Friday, December 24, 2021.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Grow Rockford Together will have their next meeting via Zoom on Sunday January 9th at 7:00p.
Please contact Heidi Reams to be added to the Zoom invite.
Monetary donations can be made at First Security bank to Grow Rockford. Note the donation
is for the Newsletter.

ROCKFORD INSURANCE AGENCY & REALTY INC.
ROCKFORD, IOWA 50468
Bus Phone (641) 756-3396
Fax Phone (641) 756-3397
Contact:
Mark, Andrew, Whitney and Sheile for all your insurance
and real estate needs

RUDD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BREAKFAST
Saturday, February 5th
7:30-10:00 a.m.
400 Chickasaw (Main Street)
Take outs available.
Menu: Omelets, biscuits & gravy,
scrambled eggs, pancakes, sausage
links, homemade bread and jam, rolls,
coffee cake & sweet breads

To place an advertisement or have an upcoming event published in the monthly
newsletter, please email darangels@comcast.net or call Darlene Eaton at 641756-2441
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Rockford Churches
First United Methodist Church
21 3rd St NW
Online services only or on Facebook
641-756-2360
ZION Lutheran Church
805 East Main Ave
Worship 10:30am Sundays
641-756-3850
Holy Name Catholic Church
507 1ST Ave NW
Mass 5:30 pm on Saturdays
641-756-3569

Rockford Public Library
202 W Main Avenue
641-756-3725
Open: Monday – Friday 1:00 – 5:30 P.M. and Saturday 9:00 – 12:00 noon
Open: Wednesday till 7:00 P.M.
Rockford Community Center
206 West Main Avenue
Call for Reservations (641) 756-3718

